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Foreword

Radio amateurs have countless resources available to them. No matter what your interest, 
there is a wealth of information and ideas available in the ARRL library — our many books 
as well as QST and QEX — plus Internet discussion groups and Web sites. The ARRL 
Handbook for Radio Communications is the one technical reference that has stood the 
test of time, going into its 86th edition this year. Developed and updated over the years by 
countless technically savvy writers and editors, there is no better wide-ranging source of 
technical information for amateurs. A copy belongs nearby to answer questions, stimulate 
thought and offer practical solutions.

The 2009 edition of the Handbook continues the tradition of exploring the many technical 
facets of Amateur Radio. Here you can learn about components and principles, and how 
they can be worked into circuits. Circuits become the building blocks of power supplies, 
transmitters, receivers and accessories. And these components, along with feed lines and 
antennas, come together to make up your station. We also cover licensing requirements, 
operating activities, troubleshooting and repair, station setup and radio propagation. 

For the 2009 edition, Steve Ford, WB8IMY, has updated the section on amateur satellites. 
In Chapter 15, Dave Benson, K1SWL, presents his popular RockMite QRP CW transceiver 
that can be built for 80, 40, 30 or 20 meters. Chapter 19 has several new station accessories 
you can build — an audible antenna bridge from Rod Kreuter, WA3ENK; a remote power 
controller from Mike Bryce, WB8VGE; and a mic/headset splitter to let two operators share 
one radio by John Raydo, KØIZ. 

The CD-ROM at the back of the book includes all of the text and illustrations in the printed 
book, as well as companion software, PC board templates and other support fi les. Jim Tonne, 
WB6BLD, has contributed a number of programs to help with fi lter design and analysis, 
creating meter scales, designing pi-L networks and more. Check it out.

We hope that the 2009 edition of The ARRL Handbook will fi nd a place in your station, ready 
to provide some insight into whatever aspect of Amateur Radio catches your interest.

     David Sumner, K1ZZ
     Chief Executive Offi cer
     Newington, Connecticut
     September 2008



The Amateur’s Code
The Radio Amateur is:

CONSIDERATE…never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of 
others.

LOYAL…offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs, and 
the American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States 
is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE…with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and effi cient station 
and operation above reproach.

FRIENDLY…slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel 
to the beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and consideration for the interests of 
others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur spirit.

BALANCED…radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, 
school or community.

PATRIOTIC…station and skill always ready for service to country and community.

—The original Amateur’s Code was written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 1928.
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